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Creef, Edward D MVN

From: Eric Hawk [Eric. Hawk@noaa.gov]

Sent: Friday, April 14, 2000 2:08 PM

To: Creef, Edward D

Cc: cslay@att.net

Subject: Re: New Crleans District Calcasieu Bar Channel Dredging

NMFS will not consider this a turtle take, though it might well be. We will
generally not charge you with a take if the evidence does not strongly
support it. In this case, the 1.D. is not positive, though the observer
suspects it was from a sea turtle.

Were we to encounter several such incidents of "probable, but not positive”
takes, we would likely reconsider our options, and maybe charge the
District with a take for every x number of "probables." x would be a hard
humber to come up with, but untess other activities were taking place, and

: coulld be| documented, that were taking turtles, then dredging would be the
likely culprit.

Different observers have different degrees of necropsy experience. Some
have attended formal courses, others have learned on the job or with stranding
network necropsies, etc. Observers, in my opinion, are overall unlikely to call
it a take unless they are pretty certain of it.

Reply Separator

Subject: New Orleans District Calcasieu Bar Channel Dredging
Author: Edward.D.Creef@mvn02.usace.army.mii at EXTERNAL
Date: 4/14/2000 2:03 PM

Eric,

| just received a bunch of Sea Turtle Observer Reports from the hopper
dredge currently working in the Calcasieu River bar channel. The report for
April 5 hopper dredging acitivities noted that a portion of gut was

recovered from the inflow screens. The observer notes that he believes that
it may be from a sea turtle, but a positive ID couldn't be made. I'm FAXing
you this report so you can see what was noted. The question is, does this
equate to a turtle take?

Just out of curiousity, generally how well versed are sea turtie observers

in the comparative anatomy of sea turtles versus other large marine
organisms that might be present in the Gulf of Mexico? Since they deal with
turtie parts I'm assuming that they have had some sort of training in this
regards, but I'm aiso figuring that this training pretty much would vary

with the individual and their respective experiences.

Anyway, let me know what you decide in terms of Sea Turtle Take or not a
Take. Thanks.

Ed Creef
USACE/NOD
504-862-2521





