
 

 

ARTICLE 12. 
SEEDS 

5-460. Standard for Agricultural Seeds.  

All agricultural seeds except (a) crotalaria, (b) Dallis grass, Centipede grass, and 

Pensacola Bahia grass, and (c) cottonseed and peanuts shall have a standard 

germination of 75%. Agricultural seeds showing a germination less than 75% and 

above 49% shall be marked "Below Standard in Germination," and agricultural 

seeds showing less than 50% germinaton cannot be sold for planting purposes in 

South Carolina. Hard seed of legumes may be included in the percentage of 

these standards.  

5-461. Exception.  

(a) The germination standard for crotalaria shall be 65%. Crotalaria showing less 

than 65% and above 39% in germination must be labeled "Below Standard in 

Germination." Crotalaria showing less than 40% germination cannot be sold in 

South Carolina. Hard seed of Crotalaria may be included in the percentage of 

these standards.  

(b) The germination standard for Dallis grass, Centipede grass and Pensacola 

Bahia grass shall be 60%. Dallis grass, Centipede grass and Pensacola Bahia 

grass showing less than 60% and above 39% in germination must be labeled 

"Below Standard in Germination." Dallis grass, Centipede grass and Pensacola 

Bahia grass showing less than 40% germination cannot be sold in South 

Carolina.  

(c) The germination standard for cottonseed and peanuts shall be 70%. 

Cottonseed and peanuts showing less than 70% and above 49% in germination 

must be labeled "Below Standard in Germination". Cottonseed and peanuts 

showing less than 50% germination cannot be sold for planting purposes in 

South Carolina.  



 

 

5-462. Noxious Weeds.  

Noxious weeds shall be seeds or bulbs of the following:  

Single  

Common Name Scientific Name Limitations  

Balloonvine (Cardiosperm Halicacabum L.) ........................... Prohibited  

Bermuda Grass--Cynodon Dactylon ................................... 200 per lb.  

Bindweed Field--Convolvulus Arvensis ............................... Prohibited  

Bindweed Hedge--Convolvulus Sepium ................................. Prohibited  

Blessed Thistle--Onicus Benedictus ................................. 27 per lb.  

Blue Weed--Helianthus Cilaris ..................................... 200 per lb.  

Bracted Plantain--Plantago Aristat ................................ 200 per lb.  

Buckhorn Plantain--Plantago Lanceolata ............................ 200 per lb.  

Canada Thistle--Cirsium Arvense ................................... 100 per lb.  

Cheats or Chess--Bromus, Secalinus, and/or Commutatus ............. 200 per lb.  

Cocklebur--Xanthium Spp ............................................. 1 per lb.  

Corn Cockle--Argrostemma Githago .................................. 200 per lb.  

Darnel--Lolium Temulentum ......................................... 200 per lb.  

Docks--Rumex Spp .................................................. 100 per lb.  



 

 

Dodders--Cuscuta Spp .............................................. 100 per lb.  

Giant Foxtail--Setaria Faberi ...................................... Prohibited  

Horsenettle--Solanum Carolinese ................................... 200 per lb.  

Johnson Grass ...................................................... 30 per lb.  

Nightshade--Solanum Elaegnifolium ................................. 200 per lb.  

Nut Grass--Cyperus Rotundus ........................................ Prohibited  

Perennial Sweet-Type Sudangrass and Sorghum ........................ 30 per lb.  

Purple Moonflower--Calonyction Muricatum ............................ 9 per lb.  

Quack Grass--Agropyron Repens ..................................... 100 per lb.  

Red Rice--Oryza Sativa Var ........................................ 200 per lb.  

Russian Knapweed--Centaurea Picris ................................ 100 per lb.  

Sandbur--Cenchrus Pauciflorus ....................................... 1 per lb.  

Serrated tussock--Nassella Trichotoma .............................. Prohibited  

Sheel Sorrel--Rumex Acetosella .................................... 100 per lb.  

Sorghum Almum ...................................................... 30 per lb.  

Sorgrass ........................................................... 30 per lb.  

Wild Mustard and/or Turnips--Brassica Spp .......................... 50 per lb.  

Wild Oats--Avena Fatua ............................................. 50 per lb.  



 

 

Wild Onions--Allium Spp ............................................ 18 per lb.  

Wild Radish--Raphanus Raphanistrum ................................. 50 per lb.  

Witchweed--Striga Asiatica ......................................... Prohibited  

The single limitation listed above is the maximum number allowable for that weed 

with not over 200 total noxious weed seeds singly or collectively in any 

combination.  

The rate of occurrence of all noxious weeds present shall be listed on the tag or 

label in name and number per pound of seed.  

5-463. Prohibited [Seeds.]  

Agricultural seeds will be prohibited from sale when such seeds contain more 

than two (2) per cent by weight of all weed seed.  

5-464. Standard Germination for Vegetable Seeds.  

(a) All vegetable seeds shall show the percentage of germination and the 

minimum for "Standard Germination" for vegetable seeds shall be as follows:  

Kind Percentage  

Artichokes ............................................................. 60%  

Asparagus .............................................................. 70%  

Beans, Asparagus ....................................................... 75%  

Beans, Garden .......................................................... 70%  

Beans, Lima ............................................................ 70%  



 

 

Beans, Runner .......................................................... 75%  

Beets .................................................................. 65%  

Broccoli ............................................................... 75%  

Brussels Sprouts ....................................................... 70%  

Cabbage ................................................................ 75%  

Cardoon ................................................................ 60%  

Carrots ................................................................ 55%  

Cauliflower ............................................................ 75%  

Celery or Celeric ...................................................... 55%  

Chicory ................................................................ 65%  

Citron ................................................................. 65%  

Collards ............................................................... 80%  

Corn, sweet ............................................................ 75%  

Cowpeas, Crowder ....................................................... 75%  

Cress, garden .......................................................... 60%  

Cress, water ........................................................... 40%  

Cucumber ............................................................... 80%  

Dandelion .............................................................. 45%  



 

 

Eggplant ............................................................... 60%  

Endive ................................................................. 70%  

Fetticus (corn salad) .................................................. 70%  

Kale ................................................................... 75%  

Kohlrabi ............................................................... 75%  

Leek ................................................................... 60%  

Lettuce ................................................................ 80%  

Muskmelon .............................................................. 75%  

Mustard ................................................................ 75%  

Okra ................................................................... 50%  

Onion .................................................................. 70%  

Pak-Choi ............................................................... 75%  

Parsley ................................................................ 60%  

Parsnip ................................................................ 60%  

Peas, garden ........................................................... 80%  

Pepper ................................................................. 55%  

Pe-Tsai ................................................................ 75%  

Pumpkin ................................................................ 75%  



 

 

Radish ................................................................. 75%  

Rhubarb ................................................................ 60%  

Rutabaga ............................................................... 75%  

Salsify ................................................................ 75%  

Sorrel ................................................................. 60%  

Spinach (except N. Z.) ................................................. 60%  

Spinach, N. Z........................................................... 40%  

Squash ................................................................. 75%  

Swiss Chard ............................................................ 65%  

Tomato ................................................................. 75%  

Tomato, husk ........................................................... 50%  

Turnip ................................................................. 80%  

Watermelon ............................................................. 70%  

(b) Vegetable seeds which have a germination percentage less than the standard 

and not less than 50% of the standard shall have the words "Below Standard in 

Germination" clearly shown in a conspicuous place on the label or the face of the 

container in type not smaller than 8 point. The seed shall also be labeled to show 

the percentage of germination, the percentage of purity and the variety.  

(c) Vegetable seeds showing less than 50% of the standard germination cannot 

be sold in South Carolina.  



 

 

(d) Flower seeds must show the percentage of germination, the percentage of 

purity, and the variety.  

5-465. Tolerances.  

The word "approximate" as used in the law is hereby defined as a slight variation 

occurring between the analysis given on the tag or label and that found upon test 

of the official samples drawn therefrom. Seed shall be considered misbranded 

within the meaning of the law when the difference in the purity or germination 

analysis between that guaranteed and that found exceeds the officially 

recognized tolerances for seed testing.  

5-466. Labeling.  

(a) All agricultural, vegetable and flower seeds offered or exposed for sale in 

South Carolina shall bear a standard tag or label except seed sold across the 

counter from a bin or container when such a bin or container carries a standard 

tag or label in full view of the purchaser.  

(b) The vendor of seed will be held responsible for declaring the variety of all 

seed sold or exposed for sale.  

 


