ENDANGERED SPECIES OBSERVER PROGRAM

Project: (ape Ht’nflb’-—(lmnnelﬂ/%-

INCIDENT REPORT OF SEA TURTLE T BY D ACTIVITY
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Condition of Specimen(s) Sampled

The specimen was composed of the two front flippers, one partial rear flipper, and the
skin and connective tissue that attached them together. The condition of the flippers and
tissue indicated the specimen to be a "fresh kill", and it appeared to be a loggerhead due
to the yellowish-tan pigmentation. There were no parts of the head, carapace, plastron, or

internal organs with the specimen.

Comments

The specimen was not observed until after the load was dumped, because it was below
the sampling weir and obscured py the load water. The specimen was observed hung
between the columns of the aft (;verﬂow pipes (about 1/2 way down). After the load was
dumped, the weight of the specimen caused it to become dislodged and fall into the
water. An attempt to collect it with a gaff failed, and the specimen disappeared under the
water. Apparently during the loading process, the force of the water had pushed the soft

tissue through the grating of one of the inflow boxes.





