ENDANGERD SPECIES OBSERVER PROGRAM
Dredge STUYVESANT - Tampa Bay, Florida
USACE, Jacksonville District - Winter 1996

DAILY REPORT

Date: 03 / 31 / 96 Loads: 10¢-114
Area(s) Worked:(Lat/Long, Sectional & Channel Markers) _Egmont Channel Buoys 11-13

Weather Conditions: Thunder storms, Winds calm to S 30 kdd¥3 Temp Surf, __67-68F
Seas 2'—‘“20 Temp Mid. 67-68F

Condition of Turtle Deflectors: Good

Condition of all screening: Good

Are there incidents involving endangered or protected species? Yes X No

Comments: At midnight the observer sighted a turtle svwimming

in the hopper. This was just at the end of the load when

the hopper level reaches the overflow screen. The load was

then stopped so the observers could get the turtle out. By

the time the observers reached the hopper the turtle had been

pulled into the skimmer. The observers retrieved the turtle

from the skimmer. The turtle was barely alive and guite lethargic

in any movements. The turtles main injury was a 9cm fracture

that went through the pectoral,abdominal and femoral scutes.

This fracture went through the hyoplastron and hypoplastron

Plates. The turtle also had numerous marginal scutes that were

fractured. The turtle also was covered with numerous abrasions

all over. Scome blood was dripping from the fractures and the

piastron had numerous pink blotches all over. The turtle was

kKept moist and placed in a box and not moved. Observers kept

2 watch on the turtle through the night. First thing in the

Bridge Watch Summary Continued
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Dredge STUYVESANT - Tampa Bay, Florida
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