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INCIDENT REPORT OF SEA TURTLE MORTALITY AND DREDGING ACTIVITIES
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Shade areas of turtle that are missing. Sketch cracks and lacerations.

Caretta caretta (loggerhead)
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20-09-02 ATTACHMENT
Detailed Description of Loggerhead Sea Turtle (Caretta caretta) take,
aboard the dredge Bayport in the Brunswick Entrance Channel on
February 9, 2002

At the end of dredging load #9, at approximately 0430, a section of
loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) was found within the port aft
screening inflow box. One side of the hind portion was found: a hind flipper
in excellent condition, three scutes and marginal edge to carapace, cloaca
fully intact, and some bone and muscle tissue of hind flipper. There are two
cracks from top to bottom (carapace to plastron) completely through the
marginal scutes. There were no other pieces found within the port aft
screening inflow box, the starboard forward screening inflow box, nor either
drag head and its deflector.

Measurements taken from the portion found are as follows:
- The hind flipper measured 10-inches in length
- The section of carapace found (3 scutes and § marginal scutes)
measured 13':-inches long and 7'2-inches wide
- The cloaca “tail” measured 1'2-inches from tip to cloaca

The section was photographed, bagged and placed in the freezer. At 0600,
messages were left for Chris Slay (CWC). The Captain was also notified
(around 0545). See Incident Report for more details.
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