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Endangered Species Observer Program

LARGE WHALE OBSERVATION DATA
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On 02-24-05 at approximately 11:29 hrs the observer and crew present on the bridge of
the R.N. Weeks felt a shudder. The mate on watch pulled the engines back as this is the
normal procedure in case something is tangled in the props. Upon looking around the
vessel, a pectoral flipper was seen aft of the ship. The flipper was black in color and
paddle shaped, indicative of a Northern Atlantic Right Whale. The flipper was above
water level and a “waving” motion was observed for about five seconds, then visual
contact was lost when the flipper submerged. While observer Andrew Jackson continued
to look for further surfacing by the whale, observer Alicia Leftwich called Chris Slay of
Coastwise Consulting to notify him of the incident. At this point, the ship had coasted at
least 1000 feet from the site of initial visual contact and no further visual contact had
been made. Neither observer thought it would be wise to try and turn the ship around to
relocate the whale as we had no way of knowing where it might be. Attempting to
approach the area of last visual contact would have put the whale at risk of being struck
again because we did not have visual contact with the whale. Neither observer felt there
was anything that could be safely done from the ship. The EWS survey plane and NMFS
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Siow Bell Chart for R.N. Weeks, Brusnwick Entrance Channel
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