CESWG-AO-B, 2105462456 ID: FEB 27’95

ENDANGERD SPECIES OBSERVER PROGRAM
To:; Roger Zimmer Dredge QUACHITA - Brownsville, TX
NIMPS USACE, Qalveston District
409-766-3508

nutles tried to fax on Thuraday,

put had trxoudble with the Tx:-{-ezé—zfgjg—‘il dredge voday. 02-24-9%,
shlp's cellular telaphone. Bad to wait tor shute enginccr to get

10:27 No.0OO1 P.O1

Load# 144 s 0122 faxpagntesss TRV 0701
Losation (lat/long) _statione 60400 - 131+00. H20 Temp 65
Wecather oloudy, winds S ® 12-18 knots, seas 2-4 f¢, Tide ebb
air temperature - 65.
Port Draghead __Yock, trash, ) . TED:__ OK
Stbd Dreghead __Cable, wood, N TED: OK

Port Overflow  rock

Stbd Overflow  rocks
Port Dis.-Fore  skate, rocks, trash.

Stbd Dis.- Mid _rock, cable
Port Dis.- Aft xocks, rope, trash.

SKIMMER: Green turtle, grass, old dead skates, trash.

Comments;: At 0520 an observer went to clean the vkimmer screening during the

loadiny uvycle. It had beeonc cloggad vith large amounts of grasse, trash, and
Arad mxatee. A live, juvenile green turtle was found on the port side of the
gkimmer. The turtle vas bleeding from the posterior area of the carapace.

The plastron was aleo fractured and the skin became increasingly pink over
time, indicative of internal bleeding. Other swall abrasions woro noted over

the turtles body,
The turtle vas msasursd and photographed. Arrangements vere made to

transport the turtle to the local zoo for care. The turtle was taken off the
dredge on the crevw boat at 0920. The turtle was alive at tnis time, alliough

{em wovements had become less energetic than when it was first removed,

When the turtle was found al 0520 the skimmer ccreon was only partly
cleaned due tn time conatraints. When the observer returned to finish cleanine
this area, after continued digging, on the way to the dump site, he found the
screen clean of the debris that had been left. This indicatee that debris is
f:lling back out of the skimmer and into the hopper, at least Jduring moderats

gwells whun Lhe load is agitotecd. Thia raises the qnart.ion of wether the

turtle would have been found if not seen from the catvwalk during a patrol.

Ovservers have noted this posaibility and ﬂ}e incresed the frequency of their
hopper patrols.

erman
Ovbserver(s) On Duty: Exic West
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CESWG-RO-B., 2105462456 ID: FEB 27’95
ENDANGERED SPECTES OBSERVER PROGRAM

Dredga____Quachita
Project___Braze Sopnbiago Pave

10:28 No.001 P.O3

ANCIRENT BEPORBI. OF &rA TURTLY MORIALITY AND LRLEDGING ACTIVITY

species Cheleonia mydao

Time: 24 hour clock 0520

Brazo Santiaco Pass
—Stations 60+00-131+4Q0

Location: Latitude 26-04-00 N Longitude 97-09-09 W

e

Geographic site

Vessel name Dredge Ouachita

Type of dredging activity Hopper, maintenance

Load § 144

Sampling method Overflow
Location specimen recovered Skimmer
braghead deflector? __ X YES _ __ NO

Condition of Deflector ok

Weather conditions Cloudy, Winds S 12~-18 knots, Sear 2-4

Water temp: Surface 65 _ Column

Head width Nt

Plastron length 22 cm

Carapace 8.L. length 27 com

Carapace S.L. width 23 cnm

Carapace 0.C. length Ny

Carapace 0.C. width Nt

Condition of mpecimen injured, alive

Turtle tagged YES X_NO

Tag # Tag Date

COmmenta/other Turtle taken O l1oral zoo for care

Obsexrver's Name Eric Wastorman






