Attachment 2
Bottlenose Dolphin Incident



REMSA

RESEARCH, ENVIRONMENTAL
& MANAGEMENT SUPPORT

3 July 2003

Carrie Hubard

National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Protected Resources
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Subject: Tursiop truncatus take, Aransas Pass, TX

Dear Ms. Hubard,

We regret to inform you that on 29 June 2003 at 1456 hrs our relocation trawling vessel the Jana Lin working in
Port Aransas, Texas captured a Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus). The coordinates of the tow in which

the dolphin was captured were between: N27°48.921 W97°00.372 and N27°48.545 W96°54.866. The tow was
only 23 minutes long.

The dolphin was captured near the tail bag of the net. It was placed on deck and was immediately transported to
the Texas Marine Science Institute (Tony Amos) located nearby. The onboard observer, Bonnie Brown,
unsuccessfully attempted resuscitation by blowing into the blowhole. The dolphin was not responsive and was

pronounced dead on arrival. It was then transported to the NMFS Galveston lab for necropsy. The dolphin did
not appear to have any injuries.

Remsa is currently researching for guidelines on marine mammal resuscitation. It should be noted that the
population of Bottlenose dolphins off the Texas/Louisiana coast is significant and notably more aggressive than
most. Remsa’s observers have witnessed on several occasions these particular dolphins untying the tail bags
with their teeth and releasing bycatch as well as pulling on the lazy line, etc.

We will forward copies of the necropsy report as soon as it becomes available. Feel free to contact me if you
have any questions.

Sincerely
(//7"“” B

Trnish Bargo
Marine Endangered Species Observer
Program Director

4330 B Kecoughtan Road Phone: (757) 723-2930 Fax: (757) 723-2931
Hampton, Virginia 23669 Email: remsat@remsainc com
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NOTES/COMMEBNTS:
Dear Sic:

Yeseerday berween 14:99 wnd 14.56 uiic uf vus celocation trawlcrs, dae “Jana Lan®, canght a bordencse
dalphin in her nets.

The dolphin was transporred to the Marine Science Institute in Port Arsngas, TX were it was pronounced
whe DOA .

1t was transpored m a freezer for farther study.

Theo Scheffodic
Troject Managec
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FIELD OPFICE : 649 ANCHOR DRIVE PORT ARANSAS, TX 78373 PAX (261) 749-0732
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