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Kemp’s Ridley (Lepidochelys kempii)
Shade areas of turtle thatare missing; sketch cracks and
lacerghions
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The overall look of the turtle would lead one to say the specimen was a Kemp’s Ridley
(Lepidochelys kempii). However, after a detailed examination of diagnostic characteristics
associated with the turtle, a couple of conclusions about the identification can be made. A couple
of the characteristics were out of line with those usually associated with Kemp’s Ridley sea
turtles. First, Kemp’s usually have one claw on each of the fore-flippers. This specimen has two
claws on each of the fore-flippers. Second, Kemp’s usually have four prefrontal scales. This
specimen has five with one of those nearly split in two making six prefrontal scales. The
characteristics out of line in this turtle are ones which are usually associated with Loggerhead sea
turtles (Caretta caretta). Loggerheads typically have four, sometimes five, prefrontal scales and
two claws on each of the fore-flippers. There have been turtles found which were thought to be
hybrids (Lepidochelys kempii X Caretta caretta). This specimen may be a hybrid or simply an
individual with developmental mutations. Because of the overall look and presence of all the
diagnostic characteristics associated with Kemp’s, this specimen is most likely an individual with
developmental mutations. However, DNA analysis will be necessary to make a positive
identification.
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