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GUIDELINES FOR AVOIDING IMPACTS TO THE WEST INDIAN MANATEE
Precautionary Measures for Construction Activities in North Carolina
Waters

The West indian manatee (Trichechus manatus), also known as the Florida
manatee, is a Federally-listed endangered aquatic mammal protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended {16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.) and the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 U.5.C 1461 ef seq.).
The manatee is also listed as endangered under the North Carolina Endangered
Species Act of 1987 {Article 25 of Chapter 113 of the General Statutes). The U.S,
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is the lead Federal agency responsible for the
protection and recovery of the West Indian manatee under the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act.

Adult manatees average 10 feet long and weigh about 2,200 pounds, although
some individuals have been recorded at lengths greater than 13 feet and
weighing as much as 3,500 pounds. Manatees are commeonly found in fresh,.
brackish, or marine water habitats, including shallow coastal bays, lagoons,
estuaries, and inland rivers of varying salinity extremes. Manatees spend much
of their time underwater or partly submerged, making them difficult to detect even
in shallow water. While the manatee’s principal stronghold in the United States is
Florida, the species is considered a seascnal inhabitant of North Carolina with
most occurrences reported from June through October.

To protect manatees in North Carolina, the Service's Raleigh Fleld Office has
prepared precautionary measures for general construction activities in waters
used by the species. Impiementation of these measures will allow in-water
projects that do not require blasting to proceed without adverse impacts to
manatees. In addition, inclusion of these guidelines as conservation measures in
a Biological Assessment or Biological Evaluation, or as part of the determination
of impacts on the manatee in an environmental document prepared pursuant to
the National Environmental Policy Act, will expedite the Service's review of the
document for the fulfillment of requirements under Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act. These measures include:

1. The project manager and/or contractor will inform all personnel associated with
the project that manatees may be present in the project area, and the need to
avoid any harm to these endangered mammals. The project manager will ensure
that all construction personnel know the general appearance of the species and
their habit of moving about completely or partially submerged in shallow water.




8. If siitation barriers must be placed in shaliow water, these barriers will be: (a)
made of material in which manatees cannot become entangled; (b) secured in a
manner that they cannot break free and entangle manatees; and, (¢) regularly
monitored to ensure that manatees have not become entangled. Barriers will be
placed in a manner to allow manatees entry to or exit from essential habitat.
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